
Thank you for auditioning for The Arlington Players’ Newsies! 
 

Performance Dates:  9/17-18, 9/23-25, 9/30-10/2 

   Friday-Saturday at 8:00 p.m., 

   Sunday matinees on 9/18, 9/25, 10/2 at 3:00 p.m.,  

   Total of 8 performances over 3 weekends 

Theater:   Thomas Jefferson Theater, 125 South Old Glebe Road, Arlington, VA. 

 

COMPLETING THE AUDITION PAPERWORK: 

• Please read through this information before filling out your audition form and keep this information 

sheet for reference. 
• Fill out the audition form completely, making sure to answer the question on what part(s) are of 

interest to you. 
• Include your resume and/or headshot with this form if you have one. 
• Review the list of characters if you are interested in a specific role; the descriptions offer insight as 

to what the director is seeking. 
• Review the posted rehearsal schedule and list all conflicts that you have during the rehearsal period 

on the blank calendar on the back of the audition form by placing an “X” on the date of the conflict. 
• If you have no conflicts, please check the box next to the statement “I have no conflicts.” 
• Please be frank about your conflicts—they are crucial in finalizing a realistic schedule that respects 

both your time and ours. Conflicts will be noted on a master schedule and additional conflicts will 

not be added. 
• Return the completed paperwork to the audition staff. 
• Rehearsals will be held beginning July 20th, If cast, you will be notified of this location. 
• Rehearsals will be scheduled Mondays-Fridays, 7-10:30, and Saturdays 10-4. 

 

NOW YOU’RE READY TO AUDITION – THE PROCESS: 

• Depending on the size of turnout, you will be called in groups of eight to present your song. 
• Please prepare 16-32 bars of a song that you feel confident singing and that shows off your voice. It 

is preferred to sing in the style of the show and if you feel like a NEWSIES song shows off your best 

self, go for it! The music director may cut you off if we have heard what we need to hear. We are 

looking to hear approximately 16 bars.  
• When called upon, introduce yourself and your song to us before you start. 
• All auditionees will be asked to dance in order to see how you move.  

• Unless the director asks you to read from the script, you will not read at the initial audition.  You 

may be asked to share a personal anecdote from your life with the intention to showcase your acting 

abilities. 
 

CALLBACKS: 

• Callbacks will be held on 7/16 & 7/17 (if needed) 
• All those required for callbacks will be notified of a time to arrive. Because time for callbacks is 

scheduled and limited, PLEASE DO NOT BE LATE. 
• Please make sure we can reach you about callbacks at your work, home or cell phone. If we receive 

voicemail at the number(s) you provide, we will leave a message for you. 
• The callback will be a combination of dance, singing and readings, though everyone will not be 

asked to do all three. Dress for all three. 
• If you are NOT called back, this does not mean that you are NOT being considered for the cast. 

Callbacks may only occur where a choice must be made and so these actors need to be seen again. 

Casting may occur off the audition. 
 

 

 

(-- over --)  



CASTING NOTICE: All who auditioned will be notified as to whether they were cast or not. Because it is 

important to cast the show in a timely manner for both you and us, please make sure that we can contact 

you. Make sure you provide your phone number(s) and/or email address on the audition form. It is our 

commitment to inform you once casting is complete: help us by letting us know where you are. All those 

cast must become members of The Arlington Players. 

 

COVID PROTOCOLS: We’re in a new age of theater in this time of COVID. We’re delighted to bring live 

theater back to our audiences, but we’re aware that everyone’s comfort level may vary at this time. Due to 

the shifting nature of the pandemic, these protocols and guidelines may change. To preserve everyone’s 

health and safety, we will be abiding by all CDC guidelines during the rehearsal and performance process, 

in addition to limitations imposed by our rehearsal and performance venues. 

  

If cast, all performers must follow TAP's COVID-19 policies found here:  

https://thearlingtonplayers.org/about-us/vaccine-policy/. We ask at auditions mask be worn unless you are 

asked to remove your mask by a member of the production team. We will have hand sanitizer available at 

auditions, callbacks, and all rehearsals, and we request that everyone remain six feet apart whenever 

possible. Other safety measures may be added as needed for your safety. If you have any questions or 

concerns about these protocols, please contact The Arlington Players at the contact information below. 

 

THINGS YOU WILL BE SUPPLYING/PURCHASING IF CAST: Those cast will need to provide their own 

dance shoes and will be guided by the costume designer as to type. For women this may mean a specific 

type/color of character shoes and character tap shoes; for men, jazz or ballroom shoes. For hygienic reasons, 

all cast members supply their own basic makeup as guided by the makeup designer. TAP will supply any 

specialty makeup. All cast members are required to become a member of the organization. TAP also 

requires a $25.00 deposit (preferably checks) for a libretto.  The check will be returned upon return of the 

libretto at the end of the rehearsal process.  If a libretto is damaged or lost, the check will be deposited in 

order to cover the cost of the materials.  

 

FIRST REHEARSAL: The first meeting is scheduled for 7/20 for introductions, cast meeting, design 

presentation, scheduling costume measurements, rehearsal schedule discussion, and general organization.  

Headshots for the program will be taken at that time.  

 

RELAX! TAKE A DEEP BREATH! BREAK A LEG!  WE’RE ROOTING FOR YOU! 

 

The Arlington Players: (703) 549-1063 or www.thearlingtonplayers.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://thearlingtonplayers.org/about-us/vaccine-policy/
http://www.thearlingtonplayers.org/


Newsies Character Descriptions 

ALL ROLES ARE OPEN: Actors of any race/ethnicity, ability, gender identity, etc. are welcome and 

encouraged to audition! 

FOR AUDITIONS: Please prepare 16-32 bars of a song that you feel confident singing and that shows off your 

voice. It is preferred to sing in the style of the show and if you feel like a NEWSIES song shows off your best 

self, go for it! You may be asked to share a personal anecdote from your life with the intention to showcase 

your acting abilities. i.e. “I am passionate about ice cream, because every day deserves to be ‘sweet’.”  Dress as 

you need to in order to seize the day, as there will be a dance portion to your audition. Please note: all 

auditionees will be asked to dance in order to see how you move. 

(Note: the age and gender descriptors are that of the characters.) 

Jack Kelly: Male, Age 16-20, The charismatic leader of the Manhattan newsies, is an orphaned dreamer and 

artist who yearns to get out of the crowded streets of New York and make a better life for himself out West. 

Fiercely protective of his best friend, Crutchie, and strongly loyal, Jack isn’t afraid to use his voice to attain 

better conditions for the working kids of New York City. Though living on the streets has given him a tough-

guy exterior, Jack has a big heart and can demonstrate a sweet vulnerability – especially when it comes to 

bantering with a certain female reporter. Must have a great pop tenor voice and sense of physicality.  

(Vocal Range Bb2-A4)  This role requires intimacy.

Crutchie: Male or Female, Age 13-17, A dedicated newsie with a bum leg that’s painful, but helps sell more 

papes. Though he/she walks with the assistance of a crutch, Crutchie doesn’t let it define him/her; when in a 

jam, Jack Kelly’s best friend relies on a goofy- sweet sense of humor and optimistic resilience. Crutchie is the 

heart of the resistance. Though his/her movement will suggest his bum leg, Crutchie should still be included in 

the dance numbers.  

(Vocal Range C3-A4) 

Davey: Male, Age 15-20, Les’s straight-laced, bright big brother starts selling newspapers to help his family 

earn a living, but becomes swept up in the fervor of the strike. A leader in his own right who is learning to use 

his voice to uplift others, Davey is the brains of the resistance. 

(Vocal Range D3-A4) 

Les: Male, Age 10-15, Davey’s cheeky younger brother, is inspired by the freedom of the newsies and loves 

their independent lifestyle. A precocious and natural newsie, Les is an intuitive salesboy and a pint-sized 

charmer. He should present as younger than the other newsies. 

(Vocal Range Db3-Bb3) 

Newsies: Male or Female, Age 10-20, Including Albert, Buttons, Elmer, Finch, Henry, Ike, Jo Jo, Mike, Mush, 

Race, Romeo, Specs, Splasher, and Tommy Boy, are some of the hard-working kids of New York City that go 

on strike for a livable wage. 

Spot Conlon: Male or Female, Age 17-20, The proud leader of the Brooklyn newsies, boasts an intimidating 

reputation and a short singing solo in “Brooklyn’s Here.” 

Katherine Plumber: Female, Age 17-20, An ambitious young reporter, works hard to make a 

name for herself as a legitimate journalist in a time when women aren’t taken seriously. Quick, 

funny, and resourceful, she boldly captures the voice of a new generation rising in her coverage 

of the newsies’ strike. While she generally has no time for cocky, streetwise young men, she 

makes an exception for Jack Kelly. Though she only has a brief dance solo in “King of New 

York,” Katherine should have a great contemporary pop voice with a high belt – diction is key. 

(Vocal Range A3-F5)  This role requires intimacy.



 

Darcy: Male or Female, Age 15-20, The upper-class kid of a publisher who sides with the newsies. Can double 

as a newsie. 

 

Bill: Male, Age 15-25, The son of William Randolph Hearst who joins the newsies' cause. Can double as a 

newsie. 

 

Wiesel: Male, Age 35-50, Or “Weasel,” runs the distribution window for the World and knows most of the 

newsies by name. Assisted by the intimidating Delancey brothers, who keep order by any means necessary, 

Wiesel is Pulitzer’s disgruntled paper- pusher. 

 

Oscar and Morris Delancey: Male, Age 15-20, Tough brothers who work at the distribution window for the 

World, take the side of the publishers in the strike and are known to use their fists to make a point. 

 

Joseph Pulitzer: Male, 35-50, A pompous businessman through and through, owns the World and is concerned 

solely with the bottom line. Katherine’s no-nonsense father, Pulitzer doesn’t sympathize with the strikers, but he 

does eventually – and grudgingly – respect Jack.  

(Vocal Range F4-C3) 

 

Pulitzer’s Staff:  

Seitz: Male or Female, Editor, advises Pulitzer, but ultimately admires the kids’ newspaper. 

Bunsen: Male or Female, Age 35-50, Pulitzer’s bookkeeper, comes up with the ideas to raise the newsies’ price 

per paper. 

Hannah: Female, Age 20-40, Pulitzer’s practical and insightful secretary. 

Nunzio: Male, Age 30-50, Pulitzer’s barber. 

 

Snyder: Male or Female, Age 45-65, The crooked and sinister warden of The Refuge, a filthy and horrible 

orphanage, is concerned only with catching enough kids to keep his/her governmentchecks coming. 

 

Medda Larkin: Female, Age 25-45, Inspired by vaudeville performer Aida Overton Walker, this big-voiced 

saloon singer and star of the Bowery offers her theater as a safe haven for the newsies. An astute entertainer 

with great comic delivery, she’s a good friend to Jack and stands firmly behind the newsies in their fight for 

justice.  

(Vocal Range F3-E5) 

 

Mr./Ms. Jacobi: Male or Female, Age 35-55, Allows the newsies to congregate in his/her restaurant to plan 

their strike – when he/she doesn’t have any paying customers, that is. 

 

Governor Teddy Roosevelt: Male, Age 50-65, A well-respected lifelong public servant, inspires Jack to stand 

up to Pulitzer. 

 

Female Ensemble: Newsies, Nuns, The Bowery Beauties, Scabs, Stage Manager, Photographer, Customers, 

Katherine Understudy, Medda Understudy 

 

Male Ensemble: Newsies, Guards, Policemen, Mayor, Goons, Scabs, Jack Kelly Understudy,  

Davey Understudy, Crutchie Understudy  
  



[PHOTO] 

AUDITION # ________ 

The Arlington Players Audition Form – Newsies 

Name:_______________________________________________ 

Address:____________________________________________ 

City:________________   State ________ Zip _________ 

Phone H:_____________  W: ____________ C: _________ 

Email: ______________________________________________ 

Age: _______ Height: _______  Pronouns: ________ 

Audition Song: ______________________________________________________________________ 

Role(s) for which you are auditioning? _______________________________________________ 

Will you accept another role?     ☐YES ☐ NO 

Will you accept ensemble?     ☐YES ☐ NO 

Are you willing to play a character of opposite gender? ☐YES ☐ NO 

ACTING EXPERIENCE (Check one) From which acting technique do you MOSTLY approach character preparation: 

☐ RUSSIAN/STANISLAVSKY/“METHOD”’/MEISNER ☐ CLASSICAL/PHYSICAL/”BRITISH”

☐ OTHER: _______________________________ ☐ WHAT ARE YOU TALKING ABOUT?

MUSIC EXPERIENCE: 

VOCAL RANGE: ____________  TYPE: ___________ HIGH NOTE: ______   LOW NOTE: ____________________ 

Have you:    ☐ STUDY VOICE  HOW LONG: ________  WITH WHOM:___________________ 

☐ SUNG IN A CHOIR ☐ SIGHT READ MUSIC

How do you prefer to learn music:  ☐ BY SIGHT   ☐ BY EAR ☐ BY BOTH

DANCE EXPERIENCE (Check all that apply) Have you studied 

☐ BALLET POINTE ☐ JAZZ / MODERN ☐ TAP  ☐ BALLROOM / SWING

☐ OTHER: ___________________________ ☐ YOU GOTTA BE KIDDING.  HOW LONG? __________

OTHER QUESTIONS: 

How is your ear for accents?  ☐ EXCELLENT  ☐ GOOD ☐ FAIR ☐ POOR

Do you have tattoos?  ☐YES ☐NO Where on your body? _______________________________________ 

ALL WHO CAN: Will you cut/shave/grow facial hair for this production? ☐YES ☐NO

CREDITS (Please attach a resume in lieu of below.): 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CONFLICTS: On the calendar on the next page, please place an “X” on those days that you will be unable to attend rehearsals. (The 

rehearsal schedule posted today is tentative and likely will be adjusted because of conflicts. Please realize that rehearsals on the final 

schedule may be on days not currently marked for rehearsal so include all conflicts you have until 10/2. 

Where did you hear about auditions? __________________________________________________________________________ 

If not cast, would you be interested in working technically on the production or future productions? (check boxes below): 

☐ Set Construction  ☐ Costumes  ☐ Lighting     ☐ Sound    ☐ Makeup     ☐ Set Dressing   ☐ Hair Design    ☐ Props

☐ Stage Crew     ☐ Set Painting   ☐ Box Office ☐ Usher   ☐ Scenic Design    ☐ Musician/Orchestra ☐ Choreography

☐ Directing    ☐ Producing     ☐ Stage Management ☐ Graphics/Marketing/PR   ☐ Development (grants, etc.)

In consideration of the rights granted The Arlington Players (TAP) allowing to participate in any TAP activity, the undersigned 

releases and discharges TAP and its officers and agents from any and all liability of any nature rising from damage and/or injury 

which may be sustained by the undersigned in consequence of or in any relating participation in any and all rehearsals or productions 

and all other TAP activities at any time during the undersigned affiliation with TAP. Also, by submitting this form I agree to the use of 

my image via either video or photographs not only for the event/production, but for all promotional activities related to the event, and 



for TAP usage in general. In addition, the undersigned agrees to follow all Arlington County Covid-19. I agree to wear the costumes, 

makeup, and hair designed for me. I will participate in strike. 

 

Signed (Auditioners Signature)_____________________________________________  Date:_______________ 

 

Legal Guardian Signature (on behalf of auditioners under 18) ________________________________ Date:_______________ 

 

TAP’s Newsies 
Rehearsal Conflict Sheet 

Please place an “X” on the dates that you are unable to be at rehearsal.    ☐I have no conflicts 
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